
By email: forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie
Tuesday 30 April 2013

Comments on Draft ALL-IRELAND CONTROL STRATEGY FOR ASH DIEBACK

Our comments focus on the following two areas:

AREA 1 - RISKS & RESOURCES.
The key risks to achieving the aims of the Control Strategy will have to be managed 
and reviewed throughout the implementation of the strategy in conjunction with 
stakeholders. These are summarised below: 
There may be insufficient evidence to support aspirations for establishment of a Pest 
Free Area and ultimate designation as a Protected Zone. 

The disease may already be circulating in Ireland, but not detected. 

Insufficient public acceptance of the environmental and social costs of containment 
and eradication. 

Pathogen spread within the wider environment may be uncontrollable. 
(page 7)

As there is an acknowledged  resource issue within Government Departments and 
Local Authorities  the use of Volunteers from environmental organisations with the 
necessary expertise may be of  assistance for example Woodlands of Ireland, Tree 
Council of  Ireland, An Taisce, Forests Friends, The Naive Woodland Trust, Irish 
Natural Forestry Foundation and other National Environmental Organisations who 
can be contacted centrally through IEN. These organisation may be able to assist in 
publicising the risk of the disease and monitoring for suspected outbreaks. This 
would help with two issues raised on page 7 of the draft given above.
A Free or Low call number should be provided for people to report suspected cases.
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AREA 2 - GIS
A number of options available were examined which provide an effective reporting 
mechanism. Collaborative action with an already existing scheme, such as that 
operated by the University of East Anglia-led multi partner initiative - AshTag, would 
appear to be a constructive mechanism to increase engagement. This would allow 
members of the public to up-load reports including location GIS reference and 
photographs of suspect ash trees. These reports would be triaged centrally and 
reports requiring further investigation could be directed back to the relevant 
Departments for investigation and action. This “ready-to-use system” has been 
successful in Britain and DARD and DAFM will  meet those operating the scheme and 
assess whether AshTag or a similar scheme is appropriate on the island of Ireland. 
(page 14)

AshTag is a “ready-to-use system” which is proving to be very successful in Britain. If 
the objective is to eradicate the disease from Ireland  there must be no delay in 
utilising this invaluable resource. This would be a most useful tool for monitoring ash 
dieback and save considerable resources which can be targeted at high risk areas.
AshTag is a GIS based system and can be included in any GIS modelling/spatial 
analysis. The AshTag website states  that spores can spread about 20 miles. 
Therefore  areas at very high risk are within a 20 miles radius of an infected tree/site.   
Resources can then be targeted and monitoring can focus on these areas.
GIS modelling can also be used to predict likely spread of  plant diseases as has 
been done in many other countries. For example 
 Mapping the risk of establishment and spread of sudden oak death in California 
[Source http://gis.uncc.edu/publications/
Meentemeyer_etal_ForestEcologyMgmt2004.pdf accessed 22 April 2013]  and 
Application of GIS to Produce Lime Disease Spatial Distribution Map in the Middle 
East [Source http://www.gisdevelopment.net/proceedings/mapmiddleeast/2006/
poster/mm06pos_36.htm accessed 22 April 2013]

Mapping will also be an invaluable tool if Ash dieback becomes endemic as it will 
assist in identifying ash trees that are resistant to the disease which can be used as 
a seed source.
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