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Ms Jacqueline Moore, 

Office of the Ombudsman, 

28 February 2014     Your reference: C01/13/1243 

 

RE: Complaint against Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine 

 

Dear Ms. Moore; 

 

We are at a loss to understand your letter of 5 February, 2014 in which 

you state you have been in communication with the Department against 

which we lodged our complaint and accepted word for word their views on 

our complaint. 

 

We can come to no other conclusion after studying your letter that on this 

basis and this basis alone you have determined that there is ‘no evidence 

of maladministration’ in relation to our complaint. 

 

You might confirm to us that you did not contact or investigate the 

position of the Department of Communications, Energy, and Natural 

Resources, who have made it clear as recently as this week in a written 

Parliamentary Question that 

 

‘All observations in this matter were supported by fact-based 

scientific and technical research from the Departments statutory 

scientific advisors, Inland Fisheries Ireland. This research has been 

extensively peer reviewed and published in reputable scientific 

journals.’ [Written answers 25 February, 2014, Ref No: 9711/14]



 

We note this reply also states 

 

‘Where someone is dissatisfied with the outcome of the 

Ombudsman’s consideration, this should be communicated to that 

Office in the first instance.’ 

 

Accordingly, we are communicating with you in the first instance to state 

that your position accepting without question the position taken by the 

Department of Agriculture in characterising the work of Inland Fisheries 

Ireland as containing ‘fundamental errors’, ‘factually incorrect’ and having 

‘disastrous results for Ireland’s reputation’ undermines the fundamental  

principle of legal justice ‘audi alteram partem’ and must be reconsidered. 

 

This principle incorporates the rights of a party to have a fair opportunity 

to challenge the evidence presented by the other party. In essence, you 

have not heard the other side and have therefore failed in your duty of 

proper examination of our complaint. Your suggestion that you do not 

have the competence to comment on scientific issues is undermined by 

your very actions in supporting one party in a dispute that relies on 

scientific credibility. 

 

We would be grateful for your explanation of this failure and your 

confirmation that you have closed this case without ensuring that this 

fundamental principle of legal justice has been addressed. 

 

Yours, etc., 

 

Tony Lowes, Director  
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evidence_(law)

