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The Planning Authority, 
Clare County Council, 
New Road, 
Ennis, 
County Clare 
7 June, 2016        By registered post 
 
Planning application details ref: 16371 Clare County Council 
Development Description: for development comprising coastal erosion management works at and 
adjacent Carrowmore Dunes, White Strand, Doughmore Bay and Trump International Golf Links and Hotel, 
Doonbeg. 
Development Address: Carrwmore Dunes White Strand, Doughmore Bay, Doonbeg, Co. Clare 
Applicant: TIGL Ireland Enterprise Ltd 

 
Dear Sir or Madam; 
 
We wish to object to the above proposal on the following grounds. We attach the participation fee of 
€20.00. 
 
GROUNDS 1 
The proposal directly contradicts the 2014 Conservation Objectives for Carrowmore Dunes 
SAC 002250 designated under the Habitats Directive.  
 
The overall objective of the Habitats Directive is to afford protection to the most vulnerable of our 
habitats and species by maintaining or restoring their favourable conservation status.1 A site specific 
conservation objective defines the favourable conservation condition for a particular habitat or 
species at that site. 
 
The target for the three forms of dunes protected at Doonbeg – embryonic shifting dunes, white dunes, 
and grey dunes, all share a common target in the Conservation Objectives: 
 

‘Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic matter, without any physical 
obstructions’.  

                                                 
1All quotations in this section ‘NPWS (2014) Conservation Objectives: Carrowmore Dunes SAC 002250. Version 1. 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht’. 
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The reason for this is that ‘Dunes are naturally dynamic systems that require continuous supply and 
circulation of sand. Marram grass reproduces vegitatively [the process by which new organisms arise 
without production of seeds or spores] and requires constant accretion of fresh sand to maintain active 
growth.’ 
 
Physical barriers can lead to beach starvation resulting in increased rates of erosion and over 
stabilisation of the embryonic shifting dunes as well as separating their tide line origin from their 
development into white dunes, and successively great grey dunes, resulting in fossilization of the 
once dynamic dune system. 
 
The total volume of sand on the beach at Doonbeg is estimated to be 714,721m3. The total volume of 
mobile sand which is transported on and off shore seasonally is calculated to be approximately 
556,907m3.2 
 
The Conservation Objectives ‘Attribute’ for this site is its ‘physical structure: functionality and 
sediment supply’ and measure by which it is to be judged is the ‘presence/absence of physical 
barriers’. 
 
Clare County Council is the Government Agency is responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of Habitats Directive regulations that ensure the ecological integrity of the sites. Its 
Planning Authority is an agency of the state and bound directly by the terms of the Directive and its 
Regulations in Ireland. 
 
These site specific Conservation Objections from 2014 leave the Local Authority with no choice but 
to ensure the implementation of European law by refusing the proposed physical barrier which would 
interfere with the natural circulation of sediment and organic matter. 
 
 
GROUNDS 2 
REVETMENTS 
The applicant’s description of his proposal as a ‘berm’ is not scientifically sound. The only definition 
contained with a berm applicable to the proposed development would be a ‘raised bank’3. The 
proposal is more accurately defined as a ‘Revetment’. 
 
A revetment is a facing of stone, concrete units, or slabs etc. built to protect a scarp, the foot of a cliff, 
a dune or dike or a seawall against erosion by wave action, storm surge, and currents.  
 
A revetment was considered as an alternative to the coastal reinforcement granted planning 
permission to this golf course in 2003. It was determined by the Consultants, Kirk, McClure, Morton 
in an EIS for RPS McHugh, that in this case a revetment would have to be built in a steep gradient to 
a significant height up the dune face in order to be effective against the highest storm waves4. 

                                                 
2 Storm Beach Augmentation, White Strand, Doughmore Bay, County Clare, RPS McHugh, November 2003. 
3 Oxford English Dictionary 
4 Storm Beach Augmentation, White Strand, Doughmore Bay, County Clare, RPS McHugh, November 2003. 
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The ‘Development Description’ does not include the height of the proposed revetment, a singular 
omission given the public interest in this proposal and the requirements of the Planning Acts, but the 
EIS suggests the height is ‘in general 3 -4 metres above beach level’.5 
 
According to these respected international consultants, a revetment of this scale would significantly 
increase the amount of wave reflection in front of the dunes which would produce areas of scour, 
causing average beach levels to drop in front of the wall. A revetment would also form a barrier to 
the Aeolian [airborne] transport of sand from the beach into the dunes.’ 
 
The conclusion of the Consultants was that: ‘This method of coastal protection would cause loss of 
habitat and species in the upper shore where the stones are placed and in area of scour. Compacting 
of littoral sediments and associated impacts to infauna is predicted during construction. Given the 
environmentally sensitive nature of the area, it is felt that revetments would cause too much disruption 
to the existing sediment transport regime of the beach at Doonbeg, in additional to being somewhat 
visually intrusive.’ 
 
Thus expert opinion considered and rejected a proposal of this nature and scale on the grounds of 
‘disruption to the sediment transport regime of the beach’ at Doonbeg. The Conservation Objectives 
require ‘the natural circulation of sediment and organic matter, without any physical constructions. 
On this grounds, the Local Authority is legally required to refuse the current proposal. 
 
  
CONCLUSION 
There are many other valid reasons for rejecting this proposed development. Dunes are a feature of 
low sea levels; their function of absorbing the energy of the oceans is increasingly important as the 
frequency and intensity of Atlantic storms increase with climate change. 
 
Dune are one of the few ecosystems which we can watch develop within the time frame of our own 
lives. The public has a right to this natural heritage. It is not in the public interest to interfere with the 
enjoyment of this unique asset in County Clare, whether it be the established water sports, riding, 
passive recreation, or a simple love of nature.  
 
Others will make these points to you and they are valid grounds for refusing this development and 
should be cited in any refusal. Here, nature conservation and the common good coincide and buttress 
the legal obligation you face under the Habitats Directive which requires you to refuse this proposal. 
 
Yours, etc., 
 
 
Tony Lowes 

                                                 
5 Doonbeg Golf Resort, Coastal Protection EIS, Vol. 1, Text and Figures, Creagh House Environmental Ltd., May 2016   
http://www.clarecoco.ie/idocswebDPSS/ViewFiles.aspx?docid=356364&format=jpeg 
 


