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Planning Section, Offaly County Council, 

Áras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly 

10 August 2015 

Re: Representation that unauthorised development has been, is 
being and may continue to be carried out near Derrinboy, Co. 
Offaly, comprising the drainage of peatland and extraction of peat 
without planning permission or environmental impact assessment. 
 
Dear Manager, 
 
We have become aware of a large-scale horticultural peat extraction 
operation known by Bord na Móna (BnM) as Derrinboy for which we 
can find no record of planning permission. Accordingly we make this 
representation pursuant to s.152(1)(a) of the Planning and 
Development Act. A representative of our organisation visited the 
extraction operation in June and we set out the relevant details 
below. 
 
It is located at 53° 8'3.51"N 7°41'43.15"W in the townlands of 
Kilmacuddy, Currabeg, Coolfin Glebe, Knockbarron, and 
Annaghmore and Annaghbeg. It is visible on the Ordnance Survey 
of Ireland map viewer at  

http://maps.osi.ie/publicviewer/#V2,620232,709507,9,4 . 
 
The bog was previously an Area of Scientific Interest and it was 
proposed as a Natural Heritage Area in 1996 with the name of 
Cadamstown. 
 
Bord na Móna first investigated the peat at the bog in 1972, 
identifying peat depths up to 7m. They started to drain the bog in 
1989. We can find no record of planning permission for the drainage 
of the bog. 

http://maps.osi.ie/publicviewer/#V2,620232,709507,9,4


 
 

BnM applied for planning permission for a "road access for peat 
outloading" in 2002 (Offally County Council 02/176). A third party 
appeal to An Bord Pleanála (PL19 .130920) was withdrawn and 
permission was granted in May 2003, to expire in May 2008. 

BnM started to extract peat from the bog in 2003. We can find no 
planning permission for the extraction of peat from the bog. 
 
The peat extracted is entirely used for a range of horticultural 
purposes and is mostly or entirely exported. 
 
According to information supplied by BnM during our visit, they 
estimate that, reducing the peat surface by 125mm per year, they 
could be extracting peat from this location for 50 years. 
 
The following facts are relevant: 

• Drainage and peat extraction commenced after the coming 
into force of the Planning and Development Act 1986 which 
introduced a requirement that planning permission be 
obtained for this development. 

• Drainage and peat extraction commenced after the 
transposition date for the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Directive which introduced a requirement that developments 
such as this be subject to environmental impact assessment. 

• The drained and extracted area is in excess of 200 hectares. 

• Peat extraction is solely for horticultural use. 

• There has been no permission granted for the drainage and 
peat extraction. 

• There has been no environmental impact assessment of the 
drainage and peat extraction. 

• There has been no Natura 2000 screening or assessment of 
the drainage and peat extraction. 

 
Ongoing severe damage to the natural environment at this location 
includes: 

 



 
 

 

degradation of the peat 
reduction of water storage capacity in catchment 
release of 

 nutrients (Bowman et al 1993) 
 heavy metals (Rothwell. et al 2007) 
 dissolved organic carbon (Holden, et al 2007) 
 sediments and its transpport which results in 

 damage to aquatic organisms e.g. deposition of 
fine peat silt on river beds (impacting on salmonid 
spawning beds and their food chain in rivers), 
 increased turbidity in lakes and rivers (resulting 
in a reduction in light penetration and primary 
productivity), coating of aquatic plant surfaces 
with fine particles (inhibiting photosynthesis) and 
nutrient enrichment[1] (Banaa, K, Krzysztof 
GOos, K. 2004) 

 high levels of organic colour which are difficult to 
treat for potable water supplies and chlorination 
can lead to the production of carcinogenic 
trihalomethanes(THMs) 

 emissions of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere 

We ask you, as a matter of urgency, to issue an enforcement notice 
pursuant to s.154 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to 
require Bord na Móna to cease the drainage of the bog and the 
extraction of peat and to take such steps as as necessary to restore 
the land to its condition prior to the commencement of the 
development insofar as is practicable. We would be grateful if you 
could keep us informed of your actions in progressing this important 
enforcement file. 

We attach three photos of peat extraction as it was ongoing on 10th 
June this year. 

We waive any rights to confidentiality.  

Yours, etc. 

Tony Lowes and Caroline Lewis, 

Directors, Friends of the Irish Environment 



 
 

June 10, 2015 
Derrinboy, County Offally 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 


