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Simon Coveney, TD, 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 
Department of Agriculture Food and Fisheries 
18 April, 2016 
By email and registered post: info@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
URGENT 
 
General Felling Licences at the Lough Forbes Complex Special Area of Conservation, County 
Longford [GFL 16107; GFL 18440; GFL 17885] 
 
Dear Minister; 
 
We are seeking your urgent intervention at an ancient/semi-native woodland to which the 
Forest Service has issued 3 licences in 2014 and 2016, including a General Felling Licence 
[17885] without any protection for the flora and fauna, notwithstanding that this licenced area 
is within in the Lough Forbes Complex Special Area of Conservation / Natura 2000 site [Site 
Code: 001818]. 
 
The Site Synopsis States 
 

‘The total area of woodland within the SAC is estimated at over 170 ha, of which at 
least 40 ha are alluvial woodland. Several individual woodlands exceed 40 ha and there 
is good continuity. There is little woodland on the Roscommon side of the lough. The 
majority of the woodland within the SAC is recorded as having been present in part or 
in full on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey maps from the 1840s. These may be 
considered therefore as potentially ancient or long-established woodlands, a conclusion 
reinforced by the presence of a number of relatively rare species and ancient woodland 
indicator species.’ 

 
The authors of the synopsis may not have been aware of a description of this estate in 1682, 
where a visitor ‘found growing there in great order large groves of fir of all sorts with pines, 
juniper, cedar, lime trees, beech, elm, oak, ash, Asp (aspen) and the famous platanous tree’.1 
 
                                                 
1 Nature in Ireland: A scientific and cultural history, John William Foster and Helena C.G. Chesney, The 
Liliput Press, 1997, p 553 
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We understand from conversations with the Forest Service that the inventory of woodlands on 
private estates compiled in the 1970’s does not form part of the digitalised records available to 
guide decision makers due to its confidential nature and is consequently not available to inform 
Felling Licence decisions. We also understand that the forest service’s ecologist who would 
have been able to specify the ancient woodland elements of the Estate was not consulted for 
any of these licences.  
 
In the absence of such information, it is hard to see how these licences could have been granted 
while meeting the requirement of the Habitats Regulations S27 (3) to ‘take the appropriate 
steps to avoid, in European Sites, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species 
as well as disturbance of the species for which the areas have been designated in so far as such 
disturbance could be significant in relation to the objectives of the Habitats Directive.’ 
 
 
GFL Licence 16107 
GFL Licence 16107, issued on September 2 2014, and where we understand work has been 
completed, included a prohibition on activities from 1 March to 1 September to protect the bird 
life.  
 
However, this licence allowed the taking only of ‘poor quality stems’ while we understand the 
activities included prime mature timber. 
 
In regard to this licence, therefore, we would request that the Minister investigate the alleged 
offences and/or compliance with the relevant statutory provisions, issue and serve a notice on 
the owner or manager of the forest, [Scottish Woodlands] requiring them  to furnish to the 
Minister particulars in relation to the forestry activities, including the area, species, numbers 
and volumes of trees felled in or about March 2015. 
 
In regard to this licence, we also request that the Minister require from the owner or manager 
of a timber processing business [Glennon Brother Timber Ltd, Longford; Laois Sawmills Ltd, 
Portlaoise, or another], requiring him to provide yourself such particulars in relation to the 
source of supply, species, volume, potential end product, variety of timber sawn, converted, 
processed, bought, sold or otherwise disposed of by him or her in or about March 2015 under 
this licence. 
 
If mature timber was removed under this licence the operator could no longer be considered a 
fit person to hold a future licence. 
 
 
GFL 18440 
As regards the 2016 licences, 18440 issued in February 2016 is not within the Natura 2000 Site 
but the National Parks and Wildlife Service provided an archaeological report with 
recommended excluded areas on 12 February 2016. However, unlike the 2014 licence referred 
to above, no condition was applied to limit activities to outside the bird nesting season. 
 
We draw your attention to the fact that this licence was restricted to ‘non-native trees and 
shrubs’ and we would request the Minister to require the operators [Scottish Woodlands] to  
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furnish to the Minister particulars in relation to the forestry activities, including the area, 
species, numbers and volumes of trees felled in or about February/March 2016 and require 
from the owner or manager of the timber processing business [Glennon Brother Timber Ltd, 
Longford; Laois Sawmills Ltd, Portlaoise, or another] requiring them to provide yourself such 
particulars in relation to the source of supply, species, volume, potential end product, variety 
of timber sawn, converted, processed, bought, sold or otherwise disposed of by them in or about 
February/March 2016 under this licence to ensure that reports we have received of mature oaks 
and other prime native hardwoods being felled were not felled under this licence.  
 
 
GFL 17885 
The works under General Felling License 17885 which are within the Lough Forbes Complex 
Special Area of Conservation and are currently underway are being undertaken on the grounds 
that they are necessary for the correct management of continuous forestry cover [CFC]. While 
we are obviously promotors of CFC, the use of General Felling Licences without detailed 
assessment and conditioning in heritage woodlands does not meet level of assessment required 
under the Habitats Regulations 2011 for these designated sites. 
 
GFL 17885 is limited to ‘the uprooting or cutting down of trees in any specified wood on the 
land in the ordinary course of thinning, in accordance with the general practice of good 
forestry’.  
 
The felling of mature timber to the extent we understand has taken place goes beyond this 
licence condition and again we would request you to seek from the the owner or manager of a 
forest, [Scottish Woodlands] requiring them to furnish to the Minister particulars in relation to 
the forestry activities, including the area, species, numbers and volumes of trees felled in or 
about February/March 2016 and require from the owner or manager of a timber processing 
business [Glennon Brother Timber Ltd, Longford; Laois Sawmills Ltd, Portlaoise, or another], 
to provide yourself such particulars in relation to the source of supply, species, volume, 
potential end product, variety of timber sawn, converted, processed, bought, sold or otherwise 
disposed of by them in or about February/March 2016 under this licence. 
 
No conditions were attached to ensure the protection of the bird population during the nesting 
season as was the case in the 2014 licence detailed above, in spite of the fact that this licence 
is clearly within the Natura 2000 Site. 
 
We contacted the Forest Service about these works on April 4, 2016, aware that the designated 
area contained a variety of wildlife, included protected species, red squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and kestrels in addition to the ancient and semi-native woodland’s heritage values. 
 
No Appropriate Assessment had been taken of the proposed extensive works under any of the 
licences issued between 2 September 2014 and 5 January 2016, calling into question the 
adequacy of the screening process put in place in recent years by the Forest Service to meet its 
legal obligations. While the Forest Service suspended any activities after our report of 5 April, 
2016, they have now informed us that they have issued permission for works to recommence 
without any further conditions. 
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Conclusion 
In these circumstances we are urgently appealing to you to ensure that no further works are 
undertaken until the matters we have raised in this letter are addressed in full and the current 
procedures are determined to be adequate to meet the Minister’s legal responsibilities under 
the 2011 Habitats Regulations Section 42 (6) to ensure that on the basis of objective scientific 
information that the licence will not have a significant adverse effect on this European site. 
 
Finally, we would be grateful if the Forest Service did not indicate where the information 
contained in this letter was obtained to protect our sources. 
 
Yours, etc, 
 
Tony Lowes 


